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Save the Humans?
Common Preservation in Action

Jeremy Brecher
“I have been an advocate, a student, and
a teacher of advocacy for more than forty
years, but I have never learned more useful
knowledge about advocacy than from this
book. It is absolutely unique in its integration
of engaging personal narratives of the author’s
direct involvement in every significant social
justice movement of the last forty years with
his analytic history of previous movements.”
—Mike Pertschuk,
former chair, Federal Trade Commission

But the future of the human species can be
brighter. Jeremy Brecher has seen common
preservation in action, and in Save the Humans?
he shows how it works. From Gandhi’s civil
disobedience campaigns in India to the
Solidarity Movement that initiated the end of
Communism in Eastern Europe, to the 2011
uprisings throughout the Middle East and in
the U.S. Middle West as well, Brecher shows
what we can learn from the history of past
social movements to help us confront today’s
global threats of climate change, endless war,
and economic chaos.

Peoples’ movements throughout the Middle
East gave the world both hope and pause in the
early months of 2011. They reminded us that
the human species can create the conditions for
self preservation or self destruction, whether
through the bang of a nuclear holocaust or
the whimper of an expiring ecosphere. Today,
our individual self-interest depends on what
the author calls common preservation—cooperation to provide
for mutual well-being. But is that possible? As world leaders fail
to cooperate to address climate change, nuclear proliferation,
economic meltdowns, and other threats to our survival, more and
more people experience a pervasive sense of denial and despair.
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Jeremy Brecher has participated in
movements for nuclear disarmament, civil
rights, peace in Vietnam, international labor
rights, global economic justice, accountability
for war crimes, and climate protection, among
others. In that time, he has also written more
than a dozen books on labor and social movements, including the
classics Strike! and Global Village or Global Pillage.
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